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READING THE STANDARDS AT EACH GRADE LEVEL

Each English/Language Arts Standard includes the following components to aid teachers in
understanding the Standards and incorporating them into their instruction:

Standard 1 
READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary
Development 

Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate
them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make
different sounds), syllables, and word parts (-s, -ed, -ing). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent
(smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

Concepts about Print
1.1.1 Match oral words to printed words.
1.1.2 Identify letters, words, and sentences.
1.1.3 Recognize that sentences start with capital letters and end with punctuation, such as periods, 

question marks, and exclamation points.

Phonemic Awareness
1.1.4 Distinguish beginning, middle, and ending sounds in single-syllable words (words with only one 

vowel sound). 
Example: Tell the sound that comes at the beginning of the word sun. Tell the sound that comes
at the end of the word cloud. Tell the sound that comes in the middle of the word boat.

1.1.5 Recognize different vowel sounds in orally stated single-syllable words.
Example: Say the sound that is in the middle of the word bit. Say the sound that is in the     
middle of the word bite. Tell whether this is the same sound or a different sound.

1.1.6 Recognize that vowels’ sounds can be represented by different letters.
1.1.7 Create and state a series of rhyming words.
1.1.8 Add, delete, or change sounds to change words. 

Example: Tell what letter you would have to change to make the word cow into the word how. 
Tell what letter you would have to change to make the word pan into an.

1.1.9 Blend two to four phonemes (sounds) into recognizable words. 
Example: Tell what word is made by the sounds /b/ /a/ /t/. Tell what word is made by the 
sounds /fl/ /a/ /t/.  

Decoding and Word Recognition
1.1.10 Generate the sounds from all the letters and from a variety of letter patterns, including 

consonant blends and long- and short-vowel patterns (a, e, i, o, u), and blend those sounds into
recognizable words.

1.1.11 Read common sight words (words that are often seen and heard). 
1.1.12 Use phonic and context clues as self-correction strategies when reading.
1.1.13 Read words by using knowledge of vowel digraphs (two vowels that make one sound such as the 

ea in eat) and knowledge of how vowel sounds change when followed by the letter r (such as the 
ea in the word ear).
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